Oliva U3A Committee Meeting
Thursday 10th January 2019 - Tourist Information Office 10.30 a.m.
Minutes
1.

Present: Mick Goy President (MG); Angela Town (AT), Ron Colcombe
(RC) Anja Homburg Travel Co-Ordinator (AH); Francoise Moncombie
(FM) Victor Sinden (VS)

2.

Apologies: David Wynne, Diana Jameson, Maureen Terry, John
Flannigan, John Melville,

3.

Minutes of 13th December 2018: These were agreed and signed.

4.

Matters Arising: There were none

5.

Presidents Report:
1: Extra item: It was reported to the committee that John Flannigan has
resigned from the committee and as Group Coordinator due the advice
from his doctors. He has offered his services if required for any small tasks
that will not overexert himself or cause anxiety. MG reported that he has
now taken over the main Group Leader activities and added his contact
details to the web page as such, and AT will assist where needed. The
committee was all saddened to hear this news and wish John well.
2: Brexit Update (Outreach Meeting)
An outreach meeting to inform expats of Brexit updates has been
requested by the British Consulate in Madrid for our local area and has
now landed in our lap to organise with help from GASC (Gandia Area
Social Club. MG and AT attended a meeting yesterday with the GASC
committee and have agreed to form a subcommittee to continue with
arrangements. The first meeting is being planned for next week. The
committee will include Maureen Terry, 2 GASC members, and Terry Ewer
from the RBL. The event is to be held on 20th February, at the Polivalent
and will be open to the general public. AT put forward that this is a huge
opportunity for the U3A to gain visibility and we should capitalise on the
event by having publicity and marketing literature in the foyer and possibly
even a meet and greet person. This was agreed and was also noted it
should be kept separate from the Sub Committee remit, but we should offer
GASC and RBL a table for their own promotion purposes.
3: Request from ODCA (Drama Group)
MG read out a request received from ODCA (Drama Group) asking
permission to come to the next monthly meeting and be allowed time to
promote their group and their next production (The Pantomime in February)
to the members. After a lengthy discussion it was decided that they could
be allowed a table in the foyer, but not to promote the Panto as this was
against U3A rules of commercial ventures. This decision was amended
later under AOB
4: Extra Item MG reported a request from member Ann Milner to allow her
son to offer IT classes to members. The proposal was for 6 lessons at 20
euros. MG had asked her to expand on what the lessons
included/times/dates/venue etc., but little information came back. The
committee discussed this at length and although they felt that it would be
beneficial to offer to the members the lack of detail did not allow it to be put
forward at this stage. AT pointed out that IT covers computers, laptops,

Actions:

MG

Ipads and smart Phones and members had various needs and maybe did
not know what they needed to know. It was also felt that learning It is about
hands-on knowledge and maybe not a sit and watch a screen lesson, so
until further information about the teaching style and the lessons was
learned it would not be put forward. It was however decided that a
questionnaire sent out to members or collated at the monthly meeting
would be a good way to find out what members would like to learn. MG
asked if FM would like to create a list of questions.
6.

Additional Items Brought Forward: NONE

7.

Group Co-Ordinators Report:
MG reported
• Walking Football: they have a meeting tomorrow for all interested
parties but will not start until two weeks. Bibs and Balls have been
purchased and the group leader will be Mike Thomas who is a
qualified referee. It was initially proposed that the first green fee be
paid by U3A to allow members a free trial week. However it was
pointed out that this would set a precedent and other groups could
request the same.
• Guitar: after an appeal for a leader two member have come forward
to offer their services. Which may mean a beginners and
intermediate group. So far 14/15 members are interested in joining.
• Art: Is now up and running and due to popularity there now may be
two groups. Maureen Terry is group leader and will report back
when the groups have settled down.
• Philosophy: A new leader has been found, Chris Cowell and now
needs to be confirmed and promoted.
• Photography: MG is meeting Lynn Pilcher who is interested in
taking up the group as leader, but would prefer to make it a more
active group (walking and taking pictures) rather than talking about
how to use cameras.
• Chess: No takers for GL of Chess and Mick questions whether it
can be classed as a group if only four people attend. It was
decided that as it is not costing anything and the four who attend do
not need any support, they can continue as a group. It also helps the
U3A to look more diverse in activities. It was suggested it was
opened up for more games (draughts and dominoes) but decided
different atmospheres were needed.
• Knitting: AT informed the committee that there was the possibility
of a ‘Knitter Natter’ group being formed; where Lynda Goy would be
willing to teach the basics of knitting a crocheting. No other details
as yet.
• MG mentioned that he had been contacted by Chris Teal (from the
Core Body group) and asked if a Keep fit/Zumba teacher could be
found for a new group.

8.

Press and Communications: AT explained about the new publicity
leaflets for the foyer would be on show for each monthly meeting and a
folder would also be a good idea. All the group pages are being updated
and MG confirmed that the group lists are being updated. AT is also trying
to visit each group to take photos to help publicity and promotion.
• Emergency leaflet: MG reported back that MT asked about copyright
and has been told we are not allowed to use it, but could add our
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9.

own sticker. AT offered to either create something completely
different, but also said she didn’t mind and wouldn’t take offence if
the project was abandoned. After discussion it was decided to hand
out the free Jalon leaflets at the next meeting (to keep costs at a
minimum) and see if in fact they are used or are useful.
AT reminded MG and explained to the committee that at no point on
the webpage is there mention of any of the fundraising we do for
charitable needs. It is something we should be proud of and bring to
the forefront to make sure all members; and interested parties
understand Oliva U3A is not just about the members but we also
care about the community. MG promised to ask DM to add to the
front page, although AT mentioned it could also do with a page of its
own. It could help with publicity and promotions.

Travel and Events: AH reported on a very successful Three Kings Alcoy
trip on 5th January. Everything ran smoothly apart from the hold up on the
return due to blocked off roads causing a delay with the bus returning to
the collection point.
Benidorm is scheduled for Valentine’s day but not enough have signed up
yet and there needs to be at least 26 to book confirmation, or a smaller bus
needs to be ordered. So far only 16 have booked.
The March trip to Jalon (walk round the Rastro and then a lunch at Pepe’s
after) is still to be confirmed.
April Trip will possibly be another trip to a Valor and a winery or brewery
(Altea) or Guadalest.
VS asked if The Ford factory has ever been considered and AH confirmed
that she had emailed but had had no response, but will try again.
MG asked if a “spring’ evening out could be organised for Viva Espana as
a way to say thank you and to support them in return for allowing the U3A
to use their rooms and facilities for free. AH asked for help with that as past
event bookings there have not been productive. AT and FM will help where
possible to get an event off the ground.

10. Webmaster’s Report: MG reported that the use of Jot forms is being
reduced through a redirection of emails from Jot form to GL’s personal
emails, meaning the larger package will no longer be required.
This will not make a monthly saving but will mean we do not have to
increase the present level which would incur additional cost.
11. Membership Secretary’s Report: MG reported 10 new members in the
past few weeks and the current membership is running at 520 active
members.
12. Financial Report: DJ absent so no report given
13. Secretary’s Report: MT Absent so no report given
14. A.O.B.: The change of ‘speaker’ for the January monthly meeting was
confirmed as Gandia Tours, who will discuss places to visit of interest for
members. MG explained it was arranged at short notice due the Brexit
Outreach meeting. AH then asked how a travel firm doing a presentation
was any different from a drama group. They were both hoping to gain
interest and/or customers, even though not directly selling a product.

AH, AT,
FM

Eventually it was suggested that maybe the drama group could have 2-5
mins to explain to our members who and what they are and invite them to
talk to them afterwards at the table in the foyer if they are interested in
more information. This was agreed by a majority as a good solution.
MG asked for future suggestions for the monthly meeting speakers to
enable a variety of topics.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 12.30pm.
The next committee meeting will be on Thursday 14th February 2019
Note: Minutes compiled by Angela Town in the Secretary’s absence.

Oliva U3A Committee Meeting
Thursday

14th

February - Tourist Information Office 10.30 a.m.
Minutes

1.

Present: Mick Goy, MG (President); David Wynne, DW (Vice President);
Maureen Terry, MT (Secretary); Anja Homburg, AH (Travel CoOrdinator); Francoise Moncomble, FM ; Victor Sinden, VS;

2.

Apologies: John Melville, Angela Town, Diana Jameson, David McFarlane

3.

Minutes of (Thursday 17th January): These were agreed and signed.

4.

Matters Arising: None

5.

Presidents Report:
• Brexit Meeting Update: Things are well organised so far. AT is
liaising with Julie Hayward (GSCA ), Notified Radio Org. Sent
publications to Newspapers. MT had seen the first in ‘The Weekend’
paper. There will be tables for the Groups, Gandia Social Club,
British Legion. Refreshments including cake, and Book Stall. It had
been decided that all sales will be at 50c instead of ‘donations.
Moneys taken will go to covering the costs of all the printing costs
and anything left over will go to the charity as normal. AT has put
forward a suggestion that we have a form available at the meeting
that people can fill in contact details to find out more about what we
are about in the Oliva U3A. It was thought a good idea and there will
be a provision for this on the U3A table.
•

Website: AT and MG put forward suggestions regarding the
Website front page, changes to try to give a more interesting and
eye-catching image. Possibly with more photos or a slide show to
be more appealing and to draw people in to explore further. MG will
talk to David (Webmaster). They have already had a discussion
regarding the Website we use and as to whether we should be
looking at others. The conclusions were that the website we use
works well most times and that we were better staying with the Wild
Apricot Webmaster.

•

Membership Badges. A discussion was held regarding the
membership badges and whether they perform a purpose. Many
people never wear them and generally they were not worn in Group
meetings. If we scrapped them, we could save a couple of hundred
euros. It was decided to give it more thought and bring forward for
another meeting.

6.

Additional Items Brought Forward: None

7.

Group Co-Ordinators Report: We have a new IT group started and so
far seems very popular. Kelvin is happy to also go to members homes to
help with any individual problems for the cost of his petrol and a coffee! As
IT is a broad subject, the one on one idea will probably work well because
there will be very different and specific help members can call on.

Actions:

MG

MG

AT has asked if a decision can be made regarding an offer made from
Anne Milner regarding her son starting a six weeks session on Android
Smartphone. The general feeling was that we are already well covered
within the existing IT Group. We will ask AT to speak to Anne.
The Guitar group has now started and has moved location to the CPC as
they have capacity and we don’t need to pay.
Knit and Natter has started but the group leader is unhappy with the
venue they used so a couple of alternatives are being sort or maybe the
CPC.
The Philosophy group will start in March and they have a room booked in
the CPC until the end of the year. The Group leader will be Chris Cowell.
They already have 10 members already interested.
Walking Football group has about 14 regular members and is going well
with Mike Thomas as the Ref and the group leader. Held at the Oliva sports
Centre.
Yoga is going well with two sessions on a Monday and one on a Friday at
present. Wednesday was not a popular day which is why they are having
two sessions on Mondays.
Group Boards. We have trialled the new system of A4 stand-up
information boards. There has been a good reaction to them, and people
seem to be making use of them along with the tear off strips whereby
people can put the name and enquiry if they are interested in the Group
concerned. A memo had gone out to all Group Leaders telling them not to
bring the old-style boards to the next general meeting. MT asked if we
could not keep both for those Groups that feel they enhance the Group and
what they do. It was agreed that we will allow the old-style boards back as
well as the new A4 stands in March, on the proviso that the Boards are
kept up to date.
The Group Leaders Meeting will be in April, date to be confirmed.
8.

Press and Communications: Nothing to report in Angela’s absence but
MG put on record it was felt that AT is doing a good job, and is also
helping MG with the Group Co-Ordinator work as well.
The Committee needs to find a member who is willing to take on the role of
Group Co-Ordinator following John Flannigan’s resignation.

MG

9.

Travel and Events: AH reported that the Benidorm Palace trip had to be
cancelled due to lack of interest.
Jalon Valley Rastro and Lunch. There are still 17 places left on the Jalon
Trip.
The visit to Chocolate Factory in Villajoyosa followed by a Beer tasting
with tour of the factory in Altea, and will be going on the Website for
registration shortly.

AH

Two day Cartagena Visit. In April and Is ready to go on the Website for
registration
AH suggested that we try to add some more activity to the Annual
Showcase such as a BBQ at Viva Espana. It was generally felt that
something to make the Showcase a little more appealing is a great idea.
AH will make some enquiries regarding this idea. Generally, it was felt the
Showcase needs some change in its format, this will be in June as an end
of year event.

A welcome back Buffet/Tapas party was put forward as a suggestion for
the end of September.
A suggestion has been put forward for a visit for the Fiestas at Cocentiana
in November.
A question was raised regarding travel expenses for those going out to
venues to try possible future trips. There are rules (outside the constitution)
regarding these legitimate expenses for travel, and it was confirmed that
these are claimable. Claimants should register these trips before travelling.
It was suggested that it would be a great idea if some of the Members get
involved as the Monthly Meeting Speakers. There must be members who
have stories to tell and this should be encouraged.
10. Webmaster’s Report: Nothing to report.
11. Membership Secretary’s Report: Nothing more to report.
12. Financial Report: The monthly financial report has been circulated and will
be published on the website.
13. Secretary’s Report: Nothing more to add.
14. A.O.B.:
• AT reported that Wilma has offered to work with the Membership
secretary following up on New Member requests and those that
give up their membership and also to help new people to find their
way around meetings, activities available and so forth. It was
agreed this was a great idea and we would investigate it as soon as
John (Membership Secretary) gets back in March.
• Brexit Meeting A request was made that all Committee members
make the effort to get to the Polivalent at 09.30am to assist in the
setting up of the tables and chairs etc.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 12.20pm.

Oliva U3A Committee Meeting
Thursday

14th

March 2019 - Tourist Information Office 10.30 a.m.
Minutes

1.

Present: Mick Goy President (MG) David Wynne Vice President (DW)
Diane Jameson Treasurer (DT) Maureen Terry Secretary (MT) Anja
Homburg Travel and Events Co-Ordinator (AH) Francoise Moncomble
(FM) Kelvin Jarman (Observer) Ron Colcombe

2.

Apologies: Angela Town, John Melville, David McFarlane

3.

Minutes of 14th February 2019: These were agreed and signed.

4.

Matters Arising: There were no matters arising

5.

Presidents Report:
1. A.G.M. Plan A discussion was held regarding the AGM notifications
that need to go out and when they should be distributed. MG
advised that the Notification of AGM letter and the Nomination
Forms should go out immediately after the next Committee Meeting
(11th April 2019). This gives plenty of time for nominations to be
received back. Nominations to be back by 6th May.
Quorum. It was agreed at the 2017 AGM meeting to change the
existing 33% of member required at the meeting to 50 members.
This was not ratified by Valencia by the 2018 meeting as they
required further information. The additional information was sent
back to Valencia in August 2018 but we still, at time of these
minutes not heard from them. MG suggested that if we don’t hear
from Valencia by the AGM we take if as accepted.
Agenda MG passed a copy of the draft agenda to MT although we
cannot produce the final Agenda until after the next Committee
meeting and we will carry this forward to April. MG advised that the
agenda should then go out about a month before the AGM.
2. New Committee Member. MG introduced Kelvin Jarman who has
accepted the president’s invitation to join the committee. The
members welcomed Kelvin who additionally runs the new IT Group.
Members were also asked to think about and put forward anyone
else that they felt might be interested in joining the existing
committee and be part of the team.
3. Brexit Meeting update: We had a compliment from the British
Consulate thanking us and saying that it was the biggest turnout that
they had seen so far. The total attendees to the presentation was
approximately 380 people. A big thankyou goes to all the people
helping in the organisation of the morning including members from
the Gandia Social Club and the local British Legion. The
refreshment stall and the book stall raised 147.42 euros. After
expenses including printing costs for the Meeting, a total of 85.62
euros will go to the chosen charity, yet to be decided.
4. Overall the feedback so far has been that the meeting was
considered very useful and informative.

Actions:
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Vice President Report:
DW reported that we may have a problem with the designated ‘speakers’
for the next general meeting (The Red Cross) due to timings and language
barriers. DW has now arranged for the organisation ‘Help’ to come along
and give us a presentation of what they do and what they offer.
7.

Group Co-Ordinators Report: The new Philosophy group is now due to
commence and has several interested members. Group Leader Chris
Cowell.
Group Boards After two general meetings it is felt the new A4 Stand-Up
stands have been a success. If Group Leaders feel they would like to
additionally support these with the larger presentation boards, they can. MT
will send out a blast to Group Leaders to this effect.

8.

Press and Communications: Nothing to report in Angela’s absence.

9.

Travel and Events:
A discussion was held regarding the Annual Showcase and the previous
comments as to what changes we might make to this event to make it a
little more appealing to members. MT raised the concern that in the last
year’s showcase, many members got up and left during other Groups
presentations.
Anja has made enquires with Viva Espana to see what options might be
available to us to maybe change the format of the Showcase. Several
options were offered regarding the possibility of having more of a social
event in the hope of attracting more members.
After a general discussion regarding all the options put forward by AH a
show of hands decided that Anja would ask what other options would be
available from Viva Espana, say, for a menu del dia for a budget of 10.50e.
An early registration date would be required to see what interest there
would be. MG again reiterated that the showcase needs to be made more
appealing so that members did not get up and leave before the end.
KJ asked if we could not open it up to the public as at present the
showcase, which is used to present what other Groups have to offer, in his
view, was it not preaching to the converted. AH/MG spoke about the
logistical difficulties with this and it was suggested that an Open day at
another time, might facilitate this idea better.

MT

AH

Jalon Rastro and Lunch: The trip to Jalon on 14th February is now closed
for registration.
Chocolate Factory and Beer Tasting; To Villajoyosa and Altea
Is on 12th April
Cartagena 2-day visit: will take place on 2nd May.
Country and Western Dance and BBQ; 25th May.

2

10. Webmaster’s Report: The Website has had a change of colour and an
added slideshow on the front page. It was agreed this has made a good
improvement to the appearance of the opening page. There are a few more
changes planned. It was suggested that maybe we should ask if the
slideshow can be slowed down a little giving members a chance to actually
see the content better.

JM

11. Membership Secretary’s Report: It was reported that we now have a total
of 554 members. Some are new members, and some are archived
members requesting to renew.
12. Financial Report: DJ gave out this month’s financial report a copy of
which can be viewed on the website. Refunds are now being given via
PayPal if that is where they were paid from, making the process much
easier. Bank charges have gone down substantially. DJ reported a healthy
balance sheet though there are travel expenses still to go out. The audited
Accounts will be ready for scrutiny soon so they can be published on the
website next month prior to the AGM in May. DJ asked if we could look at
an alternative accounts package as the existing one is now very out of
date.

JM

13. Secretary’s Report: Nothing more to report.
14. A.O.B.: A. plea for helpers to help put out chairs and tables for the
Monthly meeting.

ALL

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 12.30pm

3

Oliva U3A Committee Meeting
Thursday

11th

April 2019 - Tourist Information Office 10.30 a.m.
Minutes

1.

Actions:

Present: Mick Goy President, (MG) David Wynne Vice President (DW),
Maureen Terry Secretary (MT), Diana Jameson Treasurer (DJ), Angela
Town Press and Communications Secretary (AT) Anja Homburg Travel
and Events Co-Ordinator (AH), Kelvin Jarman IT Group Leader (KJ),
Francoise Moncomble, Committee Member, (FM) , Victor Sinden
Committee Member (VS),
Observer: Barry Purvis

2.

Apologies: Ron Colcombe, John Melville,

3.

Minutes of 14th March; These were agreed and signed.

4.

Matters Arising; There were None

5.

Presidents Report:
1. New Member Introduction. MG welcomed Barry (BP) to the
Meeting, Barry has offered to join us on the committee.
2. Website Homepage: MG presented a possible re-vamp of the
Website Homepage in draft form. JM has written to Wild Apricot
requesting a separate webpage running alongside the original to
enable us to make amendments to it without changing the front
page, (ie Draft mode) giving us the ability to test other options. MG
asked the members to have a look and make any other
suggestions they may have. AT has already mentioned that maybe
we should have a note as to the Charity Organisation we are
giving to, within that front page. The brief is to try to make the
Front page of the Website more interesting.
KJ commented that he felt the Front Page should be cleaner and
not so overwhelming. JM is returning from the UK this week so
JM, KJ, and AT will get together to discuss possibilities going
JM/KJ/AT
forward and to include the option of updating our webpage
address.

6.

Vice Presidents Report: DW reported that all speakers for the Monthly
General Meetings going forward were as already stated and that this month
we welcome Mike Glazier who will giving a talk on Astronomy. Given the
problems using the CPC last month MG commented that he had attempted
to get reassurance that we will have the use of the Polivalent, at least for
the next two months. It was accepted that we need a Spanish Speaker to
talk to the Ajuntament to request better information when the Polivalent is
not going to be available.

7.

Group Co-Ordinators Report: AT reported that we have a couple of New
Groups hopefully starting, Modern Jive And the possibility of extending our
existing Astronomy expertise into a Group? Unfortunately, the philosophy
group is experiencing a loss of members, and the same with Meditation.

Not proving as popular as hoped. Both groups will start again in September
and see how things go. Salsa is also looking to restart in September. The
Ballroom group is reporting disappointing numbers also. On the other hand,
we have a problem with the size of the Walking Group as the Group Leader
Barry is concerned on the safety aspect of the group as he often has too
many people turning up on the day. After some discussion it was agreed
that Barry should be able to limit the Group to a manageable number of
walkers on any one walk. It was discussed that perhaps a better way to
manage the numbers would be to have a registration system as with other
groups, and that once the agreed maximum for that walk was reached,
registration will be closed. The number may change according to the
difficulty of the walk. There should be a waiting list for those over that
specified number in case of cancellations.
It was also agreed that we should remove members from the group list
that were now not participating at all. Barry will send a note of such
members and MT agreed to go through and remove their names –
effectively giving the group leader a more accurate list of participating
BP/MT
members.
AT also commented that we may have a new Mountain Walking Group
starting.
Showcase: AT sent out a ‘request for response’ email to all Group
Leaders asking for their input into what they felt about the Annual
‘Showcase’ and for any ideas as to improving or making the event more
appealing or interesting. Several replies were received, unfortunately many
of them negative.
AT put a number of ideas and suggestions forward for consideration:
• Change of Name from Showcase.
• Instead of the meeting format to have a more interactive setting with
Groups having tables around the room with in order to show each of
the different activities available to members.
• The Singing, music and dancing groups to each have a couple of
slots throughout the 1.5 - 2hrs which will be announced by ‘the
compare’ and space will be available for these demonstrations.
• That we have a rolling picture/video presentation going on in the
background. KJ will put the presentation together – we would need
KJ/AT
Group Leaders to send him their material, Photos, Videos etc.
• Tables and Chairs available for Teas, Coffee and Refreshments.
• Charity Tables: Rosa Mansell, ACC.
• Book table.
• Event open to Members and their Guests.
• Usual Presentations
• Possible Free Raffle
After lengthy discussion it was agreed that the Name would be changed to
‘Summer Fair’. The committee voted in favour of the proposal and AT will
now sound out the Group Leaders as they will need to be actively involved
AT
in the new participating format. The event will need to be in Polivalent and
because of the preparation involved we will need an assurance from the
Ajuntamente that we can have the room. AT will talk to Yolanda.
AT
It was also suggested that we have an Open Day later in the year which
will be specifically aimed at increasing membership.

8.

Press and Communications: AT put forward the idea of having
‘Ambassadors’ ie; outside committee members, to assist with certain
aspects within the activities and meetings where needed, such as;
•
•
•
•
•

Volunteers to put chairs and Tables out at meetings, events etc. (at
present it is always down to the same 3 or 4 people)
Cake Makers for certain events.
Raffle organiser.
Specified people to promote the Members benefits and discounts
with local business, preferably with some Spanish.
Spanish Speakers to assist members where required

AT stated she felt the Monthly General Meetings could do with updating to
make them less formal. Make them more of a social get together, with
maybe tables and chairs to allow people to sit and chat. Still maintain the
‘Monthly Speakers’ presentations.
AT also put forward the suggestion that our ‘Charities’ should appear on
the front page of the Website, and to include totals raised to date. DJ has
agreed to keep this updated but will require training. As we are in the
process of reformatting the front page layout MG said we can look at this
along with the other ideas for the revamp of the Page.
KJ asked if he could put forward some ideas on how he would see the
Opening page look. AT also asked if we could add the Facebook link to the
Website, which was considered a good idea.
MG has asked Gandia Social Club on a couple of occasions for
suggestions of a charity they would like the ‘excess’ monies taken on the
refreshment and book stall at the Brexit meeting, to go to. So far, he has
had no response. DJ will speak to them on our behalf as she is also on
their committee.
AT asked if we could look to see if there were any Grants available for
organisations such as ours working with the community.

9.

Travel and Events:
AH reported there are 46 people booked on the Chocolate and Beer trip
the following day. FM is organising the ‘Stroll through the Old Town of
Oliva’. This is going to be repeated every two weeks whilst interest is there.
First one is the 24th April and following that the 8th May. KJ suggested we
have the history of Oliva as one of our Presentations.
31 people are booked on the ‘Cartagena 2 day Visit’
Soon to be finalised 21st May is a visit to the Gardens in Pedreger and also
a trip to see a Guitar Makers Workshop. Still looking for a Lunch venue.
AH is looking at the possibility of a Dinner Dance at the start of next
season at Viva Espana. The idea of this was to attempt to thank Jackie
(Viva Espana) for the help she gives in allowing Groups to meet there,
however there was concern expressed on the quality of the food. AH told
the meeting that she has been made to feel uncomfortable keep going
Back to Jackie to request options for events but each time the committee
has not taken up the Options.

JM

JM

DJ

AH asked that we start to discuss and decide Venues and ideas for both
the Open Day (if that’s what is decided) and our Christmas Event.
AH told the meeting that she is having a lot of difficulty in booking events
because of members reluctance to pay booking fees on time. It was agreed
that a notice be put on the Website that payments must be made within 10
days of registration. This will be on the travel Terms and Conditions. Also,
to be put on the invoice.
10. Webmaster’s Report: No report.
11. Membership Secretary’s Report: It was reported that we now have 563
registered members. MG stated that we do have a number of members
who are attending Group sessions that have not paid their subscriptions.
This will be drawn to the attention of the Group Leaders at the April
meeting, ie: ensuring that all attending are paid up members.
12. Financial Report: DJ presented the monthly financial report for March.
The balance in the account is quite healthy but there are still several
payments to come out including Travel Expenses. DJ advised that she will
be closing the Travel Account as we are now using PayPal more and more
which will result in a saving of between 300e and 400e per annum.
13. Secretary’s Report: MT advised that the Notification of the AGM, and
Nomination Forms were scheduled to go out to members on the 12th April.
The Agenda for the AGM is scheduled to go out on the 10th May and will
include the Nomination Names for the Committee.
14. A.O.B.: `
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 13.25pm.

MG

Oliva U3A Committee Meeting
Thursday

9th

May 2019 - Tourist Information Office 10.30 a.m.
Minutes

Actions:

1.

Present: Mick Goy President (MG); Maureen Terry Secretary (MT);
Diana Jameson Treasurer (DJ) John Melville Membership Secretary
(JM); Anja Homburg Travel and Events Co-Ordinator (AH) Barry Purvis
Committee member (BP)

MT

2.

Apologies: David Wynne. Kelvin Jarman, Angela Town, Ron Colcombe,
Victor Sinden, Francoise Moncolomble

MT

3.

Minutes of 11th April 2019: These were agreed and signed.

4.

Matters Arising: There were no matters arising.

5.

Presidents Report:
1. AGM Update Plans. MG advised that due to the local election
voting, the Polivalent is not going to be available to us on the 23rd
May. We have been offered a room at Casa Jobi although when MG
went to see the facility, there was nobody there. MG has secured a
provisional booking for the CPC for the 23rd but we could use the
Polivalent if we changed the date to the 30th May. There followed a
discussion on the different possibilities, which included which
Committee member would be available if we changed the date. It
was agreed that MT would quickly contact absent members to check
on their availability for the 30th May.
The plan will be to have four people checking members in to the
meeting, from a printed membership list, ensuring that all attending
is eligible to vote on committee members nominations.
With regard to the quorum for the AGM and following our request
last year to make 50 the required number attending before the
meeting can commence, and as we had not been notified to the
contrary by Valencia in the required six month period, that we can
go ahead and assume there is no objection.
MG asked if the Accounts can be put on to slides for the
presentation.
Update: In the days following this Committee Meeting and after
discussions and enquiries on committee and room availability,
it was decided to go ahead with the AGM on the 23rd May and
hold it in the CPC.
2. MG advised that the revised Travel Terms and Conditions have
been updated on the Website and which now include the provision
that payments for events and trips must be received within 10 days
of registration. MT asked if we would be sending out a blast to
ensure members were aware of the rule. John agreed to ensure
there was a note at registration point clearly stating this so there

should be no comeback when names are taken off the lists for non
payment in the required time.
Items 3 and 4 under Presidents Report on the Agenda are being moved
forward to the next meeting due to the low Committee member attendance
today.
6.

Vice Presidents Report: DW had advised prior to the meeting that he
has nothing to report.

7.

Group Co-Ordinators Report: AT sent in her report as she is away.
Intermediate Spanish:There is currently no Group Leader for Spanish
Intermediate. Mike Keen is keeping things going by collecting fees to pay
the Teacher. MG understood that when Mike Dunkley resigned as Group
Leader Mike Keen would be taking on the roll. AT to confirm with Mike
Keen. Any monies left over are presented to El Bastidor Centre where they
hold their meetings. JM advised that this had previously been agreed in
Committee and that if necessary, the amount would be topped up to 80
euros. However, the money amount/account must be presented to the
Committee first.
Ballroom Dancing: The Ballroom has stopped due to health reasons. AT
understands an operation is involved.
Zumba: 20 people have signed up for the Taster session, and it is hoped
the group will start in September.
Modern Jive: Numbers have picked up and the Teacher has agreed he is
happy for people not to have to attend all six weeks. Another possible
Group for September.
Flamenco: A taster session has been arranged, possible Group creation in
September. MT mentioned that she had received a comment the Jackie
from Viva Espana was a little disappointed that she had not been asked to
take this class. AH advised that she had asked Jackie some time ago but
had not received a positive response at that time.
General: AT has been asked if Groups could continue throughout the
summer. MT had already responded that she understood this was at the
Group Leader/member discretion if they wished to continue straight
through.
Cookery: AT has been asked if this group could be extended to other
types of cooking, as she understood it was mostly Asian style. MG believed
it was already up to the Group members what they would like to cook but
maybe there was room for another more general cookery group. JM
advised that they were already including Thai, Indian, Greek in the next few
planned sessions. This group is however restricted to 8 in number.

8.

Press and Communications: ‘Summer Fair’. Lynda Goy has already
offered some bunting for the day. As of May 1st AT has 19 confirmed
groups for the Fair, plus Travel. AT requested whether JM could present
the Cookery table. A short discussion ensued regarding what each group
would be able to present or demonstrate and it was generally felt that while
some groups will be keen and able to do physical demonstrations, this style
will not be suitable for all, either due to the nature of the activity or to the
fact that not all members/GL wish to involve themselves in any more than a

AT

simple presentation of what they do throughout the year. Hopefully we will
have a good mix of both.
Anna and Rosa have been invited for 11.30am with the presentations to be
done at 11.45am. Yolanda and the AECC still to be asked and AT
requested maybe Mick could do this, MG advised he had already told
Yolanda an invite would be forthcoming. MG advised that the AECC have
an office in the Ajuntamente. MG will liase and come back if there is a
problem.
A timetable and Layout will be printed and available at the door. MG has
already requested that the Big screen doors be opened in the Polivalent.
and for the audio to be available
MG advised that they do not have a stage and that when they do use one,
they hire it. It was also mentioned that a stage might be restrictive as it is
an area where people can’t go and some groups like the Line Dancing
would not be able to use it anyway. Therefor there is no stage as it was not
thought it was worth hiring for just a couple of hours.
There will be free raffle tickets handed out at the door. Tables for Raffle
prizes, Bookstall, Rosa Mansel and the AECC if required. MG to ask.
Coffee and Tea will be available and will include bottled water. Fridge/Cold
Box availability? JM advised that we normally would have Wine. MG will
attempt to get paper cups for the day for wine. All these refreshments have
traditionally been free for this event. A contribution box should be on the
table but no specific charge.
There will be a separate table for cakes, to include large cakes which will
be sold either to eat or take away.
AT asked if we have any sort of budget for this event. Some Group
Leaders are requesting the ability to buy certain items. All Group Leaders
can spend up to 50 euros for items that will benefit their presentation.
Receipts must be obtained and passed to the committee.
9.

Travel and Events: The Cartagena trip proved very successful and good
reports have been received. There was plenty to keep people entertained
and the hotel was good and very helpful.
May 21st - The trip to the Gardens. So far 38 people have signed up but a
few more needed to hit budget. Anja will put an email blast out.
12th June – Still awaiting confirmation for the Ford Factory.
20th June – Cirque du Soleil, Valencia – 18 people have signed up, again
AH will put out another email so see if we can get more registrations. The
price here is for Coach only, members will purchase their own entrance
tickets.
A suggestion of a trip to Pensacola was put forward for a possible event in
the future.

10. Webmaster’s Report: JM received 5 requests for support to manage the
Group Leaders pages, 3 of which have already been completed. An offer
has been made by our IT Group Leader to look at possible updates to our
current Website, JM will send KJ an outline document that shows exactly
what the U3A requirement from a website is, so that he can possibly come
up with some ideas that can be put before the Committee in September.
BP asked why he was unable to delete some old files within his group
page.

AH

JM/KJ

It had already been mentioned previously that we have a lot of things
clogging up the Website which need clearing out. JM will have a look and
clarify why BP can’t amend this on his pages.

JM/BP

11. Membership Secretary’s Report: JM reported 574 current members with
the U3A Oliva group, which is an improvement on last year. There are still
a few nonpaid up members which need to be followed up on. Members
whose fees remain unpaid after 60 days are marked as lapsed and after 90
days they are archived which means they don’t show on the membership
list at all.
JM then presented some info he has obtained regarding a Larger
projection screen, which had previously been discussed as an important
requirement for General Meetings and for use generally where required.
The cost of this screen is 194 euros. MG/JM then asked for agreement to
make the purchase. The purchase was proposed by JM and seconded by
MT.
12. Financial Report: Owing to the Treasurer being away there was no
Financial report for this month. We have been looking to upgrade our
Accounts package. DJ reported that she has the name of a new Financial
Accounting package that may be worth looking at. It is already used by
other U3A Groups and seems to be a free package designed to suit the
Groups specific requirements. The name is Beacon.U3A.org. DJ and JM
will have a look and report back.
DJ has had a request for recompense from the leader of the Book club for
photocopying for use within the group. It was again reiterated that whilst
G/L have a budget to cover items specifically for the use of the group it did
not include photocopying. See U3A Group Leaders notes. The method
used by other groups is that Group members contribute a nominal sum to
cover the cost of photocopying.
13. Secretary’s Report: AGM; MT reported that following the email blast
going to all members for Nominations for Committee members, there were
no new nominations received. The existing nomination forms were
completed by the committee members. The Agenda for the AGM along
with the nomination names, is ready to go out but will be held until the
Venue/date is confirmed.
14. A.O.B.: BP suggested that Item 3 &4 on the Presidents report on the
Committee Meeting agenda be put back to September rather than June
when Kelvin Jarman will be back.
MG requested that DJ advise the Charity totals for presentation cheques
for the next Meeting (June).
Regarding the Membership badges; Idea to be presented at next meeting.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 12.20pm

DJ/JM

MT

MT
DJ
MG/JM

Oliva U3A Committee Meeting
Thursday

13th

June 2019 - Tourist Information Office 10.30 a.m.
Minutes

1.

Present: Mick Goy President (MG) David Wynne Vice President (DW)
Diana Jameson Treasurer (DJ) Maureen Terry Secretary (MT) John
Melville Membership Secretary (JM) Francoise Moncomble (Committee
Member (FM)

2.

Apologies: Kelvin Jarman, Anja Homburg, Barry Purvis.

3.

Minutes of 9th May 2019 These were agreed and signed

4.

Matters Arising: No matters arising

5.

Presidents Report:
1. AGM Review:The President welcomed all Committee Members to
the start of the U3A Oliva year. MG reported that the AGM went very
well with no adverse comments received. He also thanked David for
stepping in for Maureen (Secretary) at the last minute. A discussion
followed as to whether we should mail relapsed members to ask
why they had felt it necessary to leave the U3A, but it was agreed
that JM would look at the wording on the current notification of
archiving letter was sufficient or if anything else should be added.
Additional Item: MG advised that he had booked the Committee
meeting room for the next year and a copy of the dates was given to
all members. Apparently, there is a new procedure in place at the
Ayuntamiento for such bookings but at this time no problem is
envisaged. Regarding the CPC room bookings, Angela and Mick will
go to see Anna with the list of room requirements before the end of
July, but they will only be confirmed by them in September.
2. Cheque Values for Charities:
• Book Stall: DJ confirmed the amount of money raised on the
book stall since September was 165.46 euros.
• Refreshments: The refreshments at the General Meetings raised
300.66 euros.
• Christmas Raffle: raised 547 euros
• Choir: The amount raised was 116.61 euros.
The total raised on the main Charity the AECC is therefore 1064.27 euros.
The Association normally rounds the amount up and after discussion it was
agreed we would make this total to AECC should be £1500. The motion
was proposed by John Melville and was Seconded by Maureen Terry.
DW proposed that we should increase the cheque value of the money
raised on the book stall, which is going to Rosa Mansell’s Tanzania School
Charity to 300 euros. This motion was proposed by David Wynne and
seconded by Francoise Moncomble.
3. Refreshments for Summer Fayre. MG will purchase the
refreshments required for the Fayre; Wine, (welcome taster only)
Tea, Coffee, Water. All refreshments will be donations only. There
will be a separate Cakes stall for purchase by attendees.

Actions:

JM

MG\AT

MG

Whilst on this subject MG advised that somebody new will be required
for running the refreshments table at the monthly meetings next year as
Sarah Dunkley may be unavailable due to the meetings clashing with
another commitment.
4. Projector Screen. The Projector greed at last month’s meeting has
been purchased. The projector is over 2 metres long, comes in its
own box which just pulls up and then is free standing. This will make
presentations much clearer when being used for larger gatherings. It
will be stored safely in the U3A cupboard under lock and key at the
CPC.
5. Members email. The subject of a Group Leaders photocopying
expenses was again discussed as MG had received another email. MG
will again confirm the general rules to all Group Leaders regarding
photocopying. The normal for Groups is that photocopying costs are
divided up between the group members.
6. General Meetings. In order to tidy up the general format of the monthly
General Meetings, David Wynne has agreed to take over the coordination of these meetings from September. Everything appertaining
to these meetings should go to DW.
6.

Vice Presidents Report. DW reported that he is currently looking for a
presenter for the November meeting. It was suggested that we approach
the Guardia Civil in Oliva to see if they would be interested in giving a talk.

7.

Group Co-Ordinators Report: Summer Fayre. AT reported all good. She
has put together a timetable for the morning which will be distributed to
Group Leaders. AT then showed and explained to members the floor plans
of both the Foyer area and the Main Hall. AT has produced some small
leaflets for distribution to advertise, remind members of the day. The doors
will be open at 9.00 am for setting up and decorating the tables. The free
raffle tickets will be available on the sign in desk. As usual bodies are
requested to help with set up.
The Chess Group: is no longer part of the U3A groups listing.
Jazz appreciation: On hold
Generally, things are winding down for the summer although we have 7
Groups that are continuing straight through.
Ballroom dancing: on hold due to health reasons,
Fayre Presentations: Flower presentations will be given to Yolanda and
Anna. Small presentations will also be made to John and Jackie Flannigan.

8.

9.

Press and Communications: AT discussed her wish to enhance the
Membership Benefits. She would ideally like to find somebody, preferably a
Spanish speaker to assist her in this role. Hopefully to include benefits with
local Spanish businesses as well as English. Businesses like local
Garages, Hairdressers, Restaurants etc.
Travel and Events: FM reported that the travel team had been meeting to
try to get the Travel and Events calendar filled through to December. They
are working on the Welcome back party and possibly looking at other
options other than Moli Cañar, simply for a change. The El Eden was one
possibility.
In October an outing to Ayora and to a Bodega with Wine Tasting.

MG

DW

MG

AT

The Christmas dinner is planned for the 7th December. Different Venues
are being explored. FM reported they plan to have some Venue options
available on the Summer Fair Travel table for people to put their
preferences into boxes in order to gauge members choices.
10. Webmaster’s Report: JM reported that the Website colours had recently
been upgraded. MG asked that nobody ‘cancels’ templates within the web
pages. JM also pointed out that there are a lot of individual documents that
have been uploaded directly rather than being put into the main folders.
This is taking a lot of space but also creates problems as there will be no
ultimate link to the original document. More instruction/tuition required! JM
advised that over the Summer months he will be making changes to the
Website and it will therefore be unavailable for approximately a month.
There have been one or two glitches which have been or are in the process
of being resolved. JM reported he is having a meeting with David
McFarlane regarding the website and will report back on their discussions.
11. Membership Secretary’s Report: JM reported that we have 576 active
members currently. Renewals are now open for the new year.
Owing to the problem of uncollected membership cards each year, there is
an ongoing discussion regarding the role and format the cards should take.
One of the suggestions has been that we have standard cards printed by
Vista Print or similar and the with a label via a label printer which would be
stuck on the back with the current year’s information on. The cards can
then be reused each year with a new label, therefore saving money on
wasted (not collected) membership cards. It was agreed that John would
look at Label Printers and come back with costs etc. MG will look at the
printing of 600 cards. The purchase of a label printer was proposed by
David Wynne and seconded by John Melville.

FM/AH

JM/DM

JM
MG

12. Financial Report: DJ presented and ran through the Financial report for
last month. All looks fine nothing particular to report.
13. Secretary’s Report: MT reported that the AGM minutes were just about
complete and will then be uploaded in draft form to the Website These
must now be translated into Spanish and sent to Valencia. MT also
officially thanked David Wynne for stepping up in her absence at the AGM.
14. A.O.B: AT asked members to have a think about the date that we hold the
Summer Fayre. Quite a lot of members have already gone away at this
time.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 12.40pm.

ALL

Oliva U3A Committee Meeting
Thursday
September 2019 – * Home of V. President 10.30 a.m.
*Please note change of date and venue due to weather conditions.
17th

Minutes
1.

Actions:

Present: Mick Goy President (MG) David Wynne Vice President (DW)
Diana Jameson Treasurer (DJ) Maureen Terry Secretary (MT) John
Melville Membership Secretary (JM) Kelvin Jarman Dep.Group CoOrdinator (KJ), Barry Purvis Group Leader (BP), Steve Helms Guest
(SH)
The President welcomed Steve Helms who has joined us as a potential
Committee Member. Steve is currently Group Leader of the Guitar Group.

2.

Apologies: Angela Town, Anja Homburg, Francoise Moncomble.

3.

Minutes of 13th June 2019 These were agreed and signed

4.

Matters Arising: MG had one matter arising from the minutes. Angela (AT)
had asked if the committee could think about a possible change of date for
the Summer Fair as many members had already gone away by this time.
MG felt that as this was the last General meeting of the U3A Oliva year,
that it should remain at this time as an official round up of the year. He felt
that the attendance of the fair was good and that there would always be a
proportion of members away at any time. The committee members present
felt that the fair went very well and was very successful overall, however
the current question is regarding the date. As no member had any
alternative reason to change it was voted to keep it to the last Thursday in
June.

5.

Presidents Report:
Charities: Attending members were asked for opinions or nominations
for any worthy new charities or whether we should stay with the charity
we have donated to for the last few years, the Spanish cancer charity
AECC. A general discussion followed, and a few members put forward
a few personal preferences. It was muted that in general bigger Cancer
charities were well supported and should we possibly be thinking about
some smaller charity which might benefit greatly. It was suggested that
members went away and gave it some thought and come back to
discuss further at the next meeting. It was agreed that the Book Stall
monies would remain as a separate donation of its own, again Charity
to be agreed. It was also noted that requests for new Charities was put
out to members at last year’s AGM, but no nominations were received
at that time.
MG clarified for members, the policy regarding individual Groups that
occasionally raise money independently with a specific event, (for
example the Line Dancing group. That money does not go into the U3A
kitty but distributed to the chosen charity by the group itself. JM
commented that even though this money does not go through the main
accounting system, the U3A should still have a record of those amounts
raised and distributed.

ALL

Job Descriptions: MG passed around Job Descriptions and
Responsibilities to each committee member. MT pointed out that
minutes are not taken at the monthly general meetings and MG will
amend accordingly.

MG

Webmaster: The current webmaster David McFarlane has decided he
wants to step down as Webmaster. David is in full time employment and
lives in Ireland permanently now. MG said he and John (JM) have
spoken regarding the position of Webmaster and MG has asked if he
(JM) will take over the role. JM has agreed. KJ made the point that he
had been asked earlier in the year with regard to taking this position.
BP made the point along with other members that it is necessary to
have a deputy to ensure continuity while John is away for 5 months
each year. It had also been decided that JM would relinquish his role as
Membership Secretary to Mick MG. JM then advised the meeting that
David (DMcF) will still be in the background and available to help if
required. There followed a rather heated debate regarding the above
and regarding the Pros and Cons of our existing Website and as to
whether we should maybe be looking at new ideas that will give us a
KJ
more flexible, cheaper but comprehensive alternative to our existing
system. The subject will be entered on the agenda for the October
meeting, prior to which KJ will distribute to committee members a
review and options which can be studied before then.
Label Printer/Projector Stand: Label Printer is ready, and labels will
JM
be printed at the door to be added on to the new membership cards. MG
said it will require 4 couples to sort through and distribute the cards.
Concern was expressed as to the size of the task in hand and in the
end, JM said he will be at the door to check and print off the name
labels when people arrived. The Projector stand is now ready and
available for the next General Meeting.
Membership Cards JM distributed sample sheets of the new
membership cards and the different formats and colours for Committee,
Group Leaders and members.
Meeting Venue: MG advised that the Polivalent will be available to us
for monthly meetings for the next three months and that after that would
not be available as the Town hall will be setting it up as a temporary
theatre whilst the main Theatre was being revamped. MG suggested
that he approaches the Town Hall to see if we can still use Salon 3 in
the Polivalent rather than Salon 1.
SH asked if we could use the CPC although there are concerns
regarding the Acoustics there. SH suggested that he felt he could
possibly make some improvements to the sound system we use in there
and that he would arrive early the next time we have a need to use this
building and attempt to improve the sound.
Children’s Christmas Party: The date is still to be confirmed. Atul has
offered the same entertainment theme again this year that we had last
year, and which was a great success with the children. We had a SubCommittee last year and MG suggests we stick to that same committee.
MG suggests that we start distributing the Pink and Blue party box
tickets at the September general meeting in an effort to save the mad

MG

SH

push to get sufficient boxes by December. The number we normally
cater for is 50 but last year we ended up with nearer to 60. We will set
the limit at 50 this year.
6. V. President Report: DW advised that the speakers at the September
general meeting will be Bob and Jean Sedgley. As usual help will be
required for the setting up at 9.30am.
Ray Wilcox will speak in October. November is Helen King – Charity begins
at Home. In January David was hoping we would have a talk by the
DW
Guardia Civil and In February possibly a presentation from Chrissie’s Live
in Care but DW says he has contacted them but is awaiting a response.
Sarah Dunkley is going to be unavailable to do the refreshments at the
MT
general meetings. Maureen will put an email out to see if we can get some
volunteers.
Translators. Members asked if we could put together a list of possible
translators that would be helpful when members need Spanish translating
for things such as Doctors or hospital appointments, documentation, Form
MT
filling etc.
7. Group Leaders Report (KJ) We currently have approximately 40
groups. KJ gave a run down of the different groups and their current status.
All available on the website. Zumba has been replaced with Zumba gold
which is more relevant it is believed for older or less active participants. We
are still looking for another Group Leader for the second walking group.
BP will continue to supervise until that time. AT has requested that the
Quiz be removed as a ‘Group’ as it is believed it should come under an
Event and as such should not come under the Group heading. This was
agreed and will be moved. The Group Leaders meeting has been moved to
7th November, to be held at the CPC. A discussion followed regarding
whether Deputy Group Leaders should be included in the meeting. Many of KJ
the committee felt they should be included. It was decided to sort how
many deputies would be involved. KJ will advise.
MG bought up an issue regarding Groups being announced on the Website
and then not actually coming into fruition. He said comment had been
made that if a Group wasn’t or hadn’t started what was the point of
announcing it? JM said the way it had always been done previously was to
send out an email to find out what interest there was.? DJ felt that, it was
ok if we are only talking about members but how would non members or
potential members find out about potential groups if they were not visible
on the website. It was suggested that we possibly run a separate listing of
JM
potential groups to differentiate between them and groups already up and
running.
A discussion followed regarding the proposed ‘Debating’ Group. MG felt
strongly that this was not the type of group we should be promoting within
KJ
the U3A banner. The Group will be started as a ‘Discussion and Debating
Group’ and KJ will confirm the final ‘Name/heading/ after the first meeting.
MG advised that following emails that had been passed back and forth
regarding the discussions regarding new groups and whether they have to
be bought to committee before starting. Clarification was that the groups
that are bought to committee are only those that have issues or problems
with. This has been the way we have been working and an apology was
given if the wrong impression was given.

Group Pages; MG explained that there have been issues on the website
with Group Pages being changed and photos have disappeared. It is not
known how this came about. In addition, MG said that 10 group pages
have been opened with no photo of the Group Leader. He is of the opinion
that the pictures are required to enable members to identify the Group
Leader. It is apparent that some people are reluctant. Following concerns
from BP it was reiterated that no Group pages should be changed without
consultation with the Group Leader.
8. Press and Communications: Nothing to report in AT’s absence.
9. Travel and Events: MG - In Anja’s absence.
I. The Travel team require a third person to cover when required. MG
felt that the extra person/people should be a non-Committee
member.
II. The team have concerns at the numbers registered for the Welcome
Back Party. 38 members have registered with 32 actually paid. It
has been confirmed that the price will remain the same for up to 40
people. Question is – should we cancel for this number. It was
decided rather than disappoint the members who have already
booked and paid we should go ahead.
III. U3A Oliva Christmas Party – AH will speak to Moli Canar when
Anna from Moli is back from Florida. They are unable to confirm the
price until then. Should the price have risen to an unacceptable
level, the Team are looking at holding the party at San Marco. The
DJ has been contacted but the price for that is to be confirmed. A
request was made for anyone able or willing to start making some
decorations. DW remarked that the options for other venues already
circulated gave prices that would be cost prohibitive for many
members.
IV. The trip for the 12th October to the Honey festival is sold out.
V.
The 1st November – All Saints day which is the trip to Concentana is
just about full.
VI. 27th November – Proposed trip to Dulcesol in Gandia. A lunch in
Gandia and a visit to the Viaduct where people sort protection from
the bombing during the Civil War. Th (from Moliere will be an
English speaking guide.
10. Webmasters Report: JM reported that the Website was doing pretty
well. The colour scheme has been changed. MG advised the meeting that
recently on the template for the Voice, items that he had put on had been
deleted. It is not known who or how this occurred. Again, it is not
understood at this time why anybody other that the author of the Voice
(MG) would need to access this template? It is not possible to find out who
was responsible for removing the content. The committee page on the
Website needs updating with the New committee members detail.
11. Membership Secretary Report: As of 17th September, there were
480 members renewed their membership for the coming year. 22 members
have joined in the last 10 days and there are 115 members still to renew.
This is a far better renewal take up at this date than in previous years.
12. Financial Report: DJ circulated the financial report for the previous
month. These had previously been sent to committee members by email

ALL

AH

ALL

also. A discussion followed regarding pre-paid accounting. There were
differing opinions as to the way in which these were showing on the
DJ/JM
accounts. It was agreed that JM and DJ will discuss further, and DJ will
also speak to the Auditor to confirm the way in which we should legitimately
be reporting these payments.
13. Secretary Report: Nothing more to report.
14. AOB
I. MG reported that the Almoner Joanne has resigned but will continue
until a replacement can be found. MG asked member to keep an ear
to the ground as to anybody that might be willing to take this role
over.
II. MG asked if it was possible to put a language translator on the
website to open the U3A group up to non-English speakers. JM will
investigate.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 2.25pm.
Date of next meeting: 10th October.

ALL
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Oliva U3A Committee Meeting
Thursday

10th

October 2019 - Tourist Information Office 10.30 a.m.
Minutes

1.

2.

Present: Mick Goy President (MG) David Wynne Vice President (DW)
Maureen Terry Secretary (MT) John Melville Membership Secretary (JM)
Anja Homburg Travel and Events Co-Ordinator (AH) Angela Town
Group Co-Ordinator/Publicity Officer (AT) Francoise Moncomble
Committee Member (FM) Kelvin Jarman Dep. Group Co-Ordinator (KJ)
Barry Purvis Committee Member (BP) Steve Hems Committee Member
(SH)
Apologies: Diana Jameson Treasurer (DJ)

3.

Minutes of 12th September: These were agreed and signed.

4.

Matters Arising:
• Membership Card Distribution; JM reported that in the main the new
name tags and printed labels worked reasonably well other than a
couple of members unhappy to wait as they were not staying for the
meeting.
• MG reported that the Polivalent would not be available for the
October General Meeting but that we had been offered the
Biblioteca Envic room instead. The room will hold 120 people,
somewhere for coffees/refreshments. The audio equipment will be
installed for us. The rooms are situated on the end of the Paseo,
opposite the Polivalent. If these are acceptable, they will be useful
for covering meetings next year when we know the Polivalent is not
going to be available for a few months.
• Group Listings: work in progress.
• Almoner: MG has arranged a meeting with a prospective new
Almoner for the 6th November.
• Website Options/Proposals. KJ has circulated a Review and
Proposal regarding a possible change to the Website. A discussion
followed regarding whether we should be updating and modernising
the U3A Oliva Website. Each Committee member aired their
opinions, regarding whether we should at least commission an
alternative for trial over the next year. Some members felt the
current site worked for them and they would be against changes.
However, others felt the website was over complicated and not
particularly user friendly. MG then asked the meeting for a vote as to
whether we should move forward with a trial on a possible new
Website option. All to be fully tested and reviewed on completion
and further decisions to follow. KJ advised that the Host Company
that he is suggesting we use for the site, that he will build, will give
us a trial period to build something feasible to look at and trial at a
minimum cost for six months. The suggestion is that KJ and JM will
get together to hold discussions to move forward. The vote was cast
that we proceed with the six months trial option. The proposal is that
we go with the six-month trial with KJ designing a prototype on a
new Host company at a cost of £1 per month and we then review.
Proposed by MT and seconded by BP.

Actions:

5.

Presidents Report:
• Designated Charities for 2019\2020
The committee have been looking at possible charities that the Oliva Group
will support for the coming year. It had been agreed at the last meeting that
we would again split the Books and refreshments collections separately to
the main designated charity. A discussion followed regarding local charities
and whether we carry on with the Cancer charity we have supported the
last few years, as the main recipient. Suggestions followed that we look at
the Denia based Help, The Bomberos, The local Hospice. It was agreed
that we keep the charities local. Ultimately it was decided that the
designated Charites this year would be AECC, The local Men’s Hospice
and the Tanzania Charity.
• Children’s Xmas Party Update
A sub committee met to discuss the Party last week. The date for the party
is to be Wednesday 4th December. The venue: CPC. Refreshments are
sorted. We have a new volunteer to be Santa. A photographer as in Lynn
Pilcher has kindly agreed to do pictures. MG asked if we could agree a
budget of 200 euros, though it was expected, that based on last year that it
would not cost as much as this. This was agreed by all.
• Spanish pensioner meeting – Town Hall.
The meeting was an attempt to get some integration between the Spanish
pensioners and the Ex Pats. Joe Bellinie had produced a summary of the
meeting in English, as our representative. Those that attended found the
meeting difficult to follow, understandably because of language barriers.
DW felt that they could have given a little more help in the form of a written
translation of the main points of the discussions, at the meeting itself. He
also felt the meeting was badly organised in terms of available chairs and
tables, and food.
MG had also produced a resume of a meeting he had with Joe following
the meeting. There is an event coming up in three weeks which they would
like us to participate in. Problems that he sees are:
The Spanish delegates want access to members details regarding outings
and events.
Joe requested Admin rights so that he could write events pages up.
That we (Oliva U3A) would be required to take the fees or monies for any
such event giving the treasurer more admin.
Concerns over Data Protection.
Given the timescales we probably get from the Spanish element, it may not
be enough for us to admin the necessary Advertising and payment
procedures. We then must transfer these monies to the Town Hall, so that
they issue the tickets. Who monitors this?
Our Treasurer is not at todays meeting so she will need to be consulted
regarding the ways in which the financial admin would work.
AH commented that we are already needing to look at separating the
Events and Trips in terms of administration, and this would have to be
taken into consideration regarding workload.
MG asked if we should allow non-committee members to have access to
the administration, which has not been the norm in the past. Lack of
Control is the concern.
AT commented that she felt the integration of Ex Pats into the Spanish
culture, this was worth exploring as a means of doing that.

There was a lot of concern as to how this would run in terms of bookings,
payments, Ticket, and menu’s were applicable.
MG and JM will organise a further meeting with Joe to discuss the
concerns of the committee. Generally, they feel the concept is right but
needs further looking at in terms of implementation.
6.

Vice Presidents Report:
DW advised that the General Meeting January Speaker has still to be
confirmed. MG asked that helpers at the General meeting, please include
putting the tables and Chairs away and that it is not left to just two or three
people. DW advised that he had still not had a response from Chrissie’s
Live in Care but that it would now be April before we have a Speaker slot.
AT asked for clarification regarding speakers from Commercial Companies.
Provided that they do not use the meeting to specifically sell their product
we are happy for them to talk. Having a table outside in the foyer however
is acceptable.

7.

Group Co-Ordinators Report:
AT gave a quick rundown on the various groups both existing and new
possibles. Details are on the Website or have been notified by email. She
is aware that a lot of emails have been going out and her plan is to do a
weekly update on new groups rather than on individuals. This should
reduce the bombarding of members with emails, which has been remarked
on several times. She will attempt to use this update on the Facebook page
and in the Voice. AT advised that she has been offered some Card Making
equipment if we feel we have a use for it within a Card Making group.
AT has received some information on a Cook and Dine Venue called ‘The
Strawberry Tree, that offers accommodation if required. Maybe useful on
the ‘Members Benefits page’.
AT has some small changes she would like to make to the Group Leaders
Notes. She will bring the revised sheets to the Group Leaders meeting to
get some feed back on it.

8.

Press and Communications:
AT reported that she was having trouble getting the Newspapers to print
any of the reports or information she sends them. Without a direct contact it
seems difficult to get a response from any of the emails that she contacts.
It was suggested that it might be a good idea to contact another U3A
group, that we know regularly submits info and gets them into the press, to
see how they go about it. AT advised she is planning a poster campaign to
go into local cafes and bars and also to produce some in Spanish.

9.

Travel and Events:
AH appealed for new people to join the Travel and Events team. Despite
requesting volunteers in the Voice nobody has come forward. It was
suggested that we request people to help with ideas and planning at the
General Meeting. Also, to advise the members that if an event is full,
please put your name on the waiting list. Sometimes people drop out but
also if the interest is sufficient, we can, on occasions, then book a second
trip to that venue. For some events it is necessary for someone to go to the
venue or location to look at the suitability of organising a trip. SH kindly
offered his help where possible. Anja confirmed that travel expenses can
be reclaimed when a pre visit is required. SH asked if members on the
travel trips were covered by insurance. It was confirmed the Terms and

Conditions state that we have third party insurance and it is members
responsibility to insure they have either their SIP cards or travel insurance
to cover themselves.
AJ reported that she had some complaints about the Welcome Back Party.
The Venue was not up to standard and food wise they did not supply what
we had been promised. AJ also expressed disappointment at the lack of
Committee presence.
The trip to the Honey producers is sold out. Again, AJ asked that members
use the waiting list so that she knows if there is sufficient interest to book a
second trip.
AJ advised that the Christmas Party will be held at the Moli Canar. There
will be a Cava reception to start. The menu will be kept simple with a
Vegetarian option available. Wine and coffee are included. The music is a
little more expensive than last year. It was agreed that the price for this
year is 27 euros.
10. Webmaster’s Report: JM reported that the website was running pretty
well at present. He had just one complaint regarding someone having
trouble accessing the site. A translation link has been added to the front
page of the website. If everyone is happy, he will try to expand it to other
pages.
11. Membership Secretary’s Report: MG reported that we have 580 active
members, and that 97 of these have still to renew for this year.
12. Financial Report: JM has circulated the financial report. BP has asked if
he could have a bit more by way of explanation on the report. JM explained
that all charity receipts and itemised expenses would be reported in the
month in which they were received. This includes the months of July and
August which were circulated on our return from summer break in
September. MG confirmed that the auditor has been asked to attend the
AGM’s so that specific issues can be covered if asked or required. JM
asked the committee for a decision regarding how pre-paid subscriptions
were entered in the account. It was suggested that we await Diana’s
proposed meeting with Pablo (Auditor) before discussing further.
13. Secretary’s Report: Nothing more to report.
14. A.O.B.: AT put forward the proposal that we amend the wording on the
membership joining forms to take out the three questions and replace them
with just one, i.e. That you are no longer in full time employment. A
discussion followed regarding what the stipulations were for membership
with regard to retirement, working etc. It was agreed that JM would take out
the questions with regard to retirement and just ask ‘Are you still in full time
employment’.
AT asked that following a visit to El Bastador, she was asked if we could
provide any help with things like updating and helping with their Computer
system and also whether we have anyone that could help with dancing
lessons. She also requested a way in which she could make requests of
this nature on the website rather than keep sending out individual emails.

MG advised that he has been asked to help with providing music for the
British Legion Christmas service and asked if he could borrow one of the
big speakers to assist. It was agreed.
MT apologised that when she sent out the email regarding putting together
a Translation List, she put in the hourly charge that non-members charge. 3
members came forward with offers of help, but of course members are not
allowed to charge for the services according to the constitution. MT will
send a second email to the members to confirm these rules.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 13.25pm.

Oliva U3A Committee Meeting
Thursday

14th

November 2019 - Tourist Information Office 10.30 a.m.
Minutes

1.

Present: Mick Goy President (MG); David Wynne Vice President (DW);
Diana Jameson Treasurer (DJ); Anja Homburg Travel Co-Ordinator
(AH); Barry Purvis, committee member, Kelvin Jarman, Deputy Group
Coordinator. Angela Town, Group Coordinator and Press and Publicity
Officer

2.

Apologies: Maureen Terry, Francoise Moncombie, John Melville, Steve
Hems

3.

Minutes of 10th October 2019: These were agreed and signed.

4.

Financial Report: October accounts were handed out and explained. The
Paypal amount was discussed, but DJ confirmed some money had been
transferred out to the bank account. Some expenses were late arriving and
a small profit in travel. No other queries.
DJ confirmed she has had the information about a new accounts package
suggested by JM, but it requires alterations to her PC, which she is not
comfortable with, so has not installed it. However, she now understands
what the U3A requires, so will investigate packages that maybe more
suitable.
AH and DJ discussed some reimbursements required and payments
needed

5.

Presidents Report:
1, General updates
MG confirmed that JB was coming to the meeting to discuss his role at the
Townhall. This prompted the discussion about reimbursements for any
members cancelling their booking for the joint events with the Town hall.
The U3A policy states no reimbursements and this should be the same,
although it was agreed that one cancellation was due to the change of
venue and they should get a refund. MG mentioned that the U3A has no
idea of what paperwork (invoices etc) will be raised by the town hall for
payments and how speedy the process will be. But is expecting a bill for
food shortly.
2, Monthly Meeting Venue: Apparently the Polivalent will be available this
month and in January. A discussion ensued about the pro’s and cons of the
Polivalent and the library and whether we would be better off using the
library permanently. As attendance numbers fluctuate, it was not sure the
library would hold the May meeting or well attended meetings.
3, Answering emails: MG confirmed that when away he would always
answer emails, even if it was a short ‘no’. AH pointed out that if he did not
have time to reply with full consideration then he should say so and allow
himself time to form a more detailed appropriate response.
JB did not turn up as expected so the meeting continued.

6.

Vice Presidents Report: DW confirmed that Helen King from the Gandia
men’s hospice is the speaker for November. This started the discussion
about not having much notice about which venue The U3A will be using,

Actions:

DJ
DJ

DJ

MT

and confirmed that the Library will not allow it to be used until it has the go
ahead from the Townhall. AT suggested that rather than the uncertainty
wouldn’t it be better to book the Library anyway. Due to the number of
members, this was not thought to be a good idea.
There was then a discussion about refreshments and the room at the
library. DW then suggested that a speaker from a Denia Cancer Charity,
suggested by a member, could be slotted in in January, as he has not
confirmed the Police speaker as yet. He also suggested that as a local
cancer charity it would be a nice idea to support, rather than the AECC.
After a general discussion it was agreed. DW will provide the name of the
charity.
7.

Group Co-Ordinators Report: AT confirmed that Yoga is now up and
running. There has been interest in two new groups Keyboard for
beginners with Markus as leader and Dressmaking/sewing (no GL as yet).
Astronomy starts today and Fishing should be starting soon.
Canasta has requested funds for new cards. MG mentioned that they buy
from the UK which pushes up the price. AT said she will try and source
locally.
The GL meeting was well attended and everyone seem to enjoy the meal.
This was generally agreed around the table by those who attended. KJ
asked why, when it is obvious that meetings where people can get to chat
are well attended, but the monthly meeting was always in the same format
and not made into a more social event. A discussion was held on the
merits of a social event (coffee and chat) and speakers every few months.
Although this was generally favoured MG pointed out that it is the similar
format to other U3A’s and asked if further discussion could be saved for
another meeting.
AT thanked Jan Robey (through BP) for taking the minutes and asked what
happened to them now. MG said send them out to all the GLs. AT
suggested they should also be posted on the Group Leaders page so
possible future GLs can get a taste of the meeting and roles.
The rewritten GL notes were received with praise and MG pointed out a
couple of errors, which AT will amend. These will be posted on the Group
Leaders page. AT requested any more feedback to be sent as soon as
possible. .
KJ then prompted the discussion about GLs not attending groups and if it
GLs do not follow the correct procedure, should the group be removed from
the U3A. This then opened up the discussion about registers and expenses
sheets and when they should be collated for scrutiny. DJ will report back as
to which groups have sent the reports in. It was decided that expenses and
registers should be checked more regularly and AT will follow up with a
request to some groups to send in expenses and registers at the end of
this year.
There was then a discussion about how many people are on the badminton
waiting list and why members are allowed to play two days a week, when
other members are still waiting to join. I explained that the group is run very
democratically and that is what the badminton group members decided
they could only attend two days out of the three. AT suggested that if
enough members wanted to play then maybe they could form another
group, but courts were hard to get hold of.

DW

AT

AT

8.

Press and Publicity: AT has sent out some information about Christmas
events to the press.
AT has also asked for another member to assist her with the P&P because
she does not feel she is doing it justice. An appeal is going out in this
months The Voice.
AT also mentioned that the Charity Page for the website is now being
developed

9.

Travel and Events: AH reported that they have enough bookings so far for
the Christmas party to pay for food, music and some decorations and
maybe some raffle prizes, but wondered if the committee could help to
cover costs if the numbers stayed low. After a discussion it was agreed that
the cost of the top prize in the raffle (Benidorm Place for two) would be
taken from the general funds, which then relieves the pressure. MG then
requested any voluntary donations of raffle prizes from committee
members would be welcome. To be given to AH at the next Monthly
meeting.

DJ
AH

It was also pointed out to AH by a member, that although the committee
have changed the T&C for booking a trip, the constitution and main rules
have not been altered. MG will check and amend where needed.
Steve Barratt is the new volunteer for the events team and is looking to
book something in May. AH is still asking for more help. AT will help
advertise.
AH outlined other trip proposals, mentioning a hopeful Ford trip is not on
due to strict regulations while a new car is being produced. A day trip to
include Ontinyent and a two day trip in April to the Castellon area are both
being investigated.
10. Webmaster’s Report: AT mentioned the Group page had been updated
by KJ and asked for feedback. Also reiterated the Charity Page is under
development by KJ (with JM approval).
11. Membership Secretary’s Report: 541 members are now registered which
is higher than this time last year. 18 of those are new members. However
there are still 94 members not renewed.
12. A.O.B.: MG suggested that as there was no urgent business for
December, apart from the website report, if KJ had no objections and the
committee agreed, should the meeting be cancelled. This was agreed.
BP asked if groups could remove members from their lists if they are
unlikely to be available to join the group activity. A short discussion ensued
and MG confirmed that once the member had been archived, then their
name will automatically be removed. AT suggested that as GL they should
have the rights to be in control of their lists, but was only polite to email the
member first.
It was also pointed out that GL’s need to ensure their email lists up to date
especially if they are using their own email system. AT will remind them

AT

MG said a new Almoner had been appointed and would take over in the
New Year.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 12.10pm.
The next committee meeting will be on 9th January 2019.

