
 
 

President's Message 

Welcome to our April edition of The Voice. Please check out all the included items, I am sure you 

will find something of interest to you. 

If you were at the general meeting were Mike Glazier gave a great update on parts of our universe 

you will not wish to miss his return at our April General Meeting on the 25th. I know there will be 

more items of interest from our Astronomer Mike, so if you want to find out more about the Red 

Planet Mars. The meeting starts at 11am in the Polivalent. 

Just a reminder and a date for your diary, on May the 23rd. This 

is the most important meeting of our U3A year so please make 

sure you are able to attend. 

I am pleased to let you all know, we now have a new Groups Co-

ordinator who has recently taken up her duties. I am sure you will 

all join me in wishing Angel Town our best wishes during her time 

as our Co-ordinator. If you require any information about a group 

or groups that you cannot find on our website please contact 

Angela.  

I take this opportunity to wish you all a Very Happy Easter, but 

please watch your waistline with all those Chocolates and Easter 

Eggs. 

President 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR 

APRIL GENERAL MEETING 

The Presenter will be   

Mike Glazier our Astronomer 

Mike will be talking about Mars and pointing out items and 

areas of interest. There will also be a short update on the recent 

Black Hole release. 

This will be a very interesting talk and one you cannot miss, so 

come along and be enlightened. 
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This General Meeting will be held at the Polivalent (directions) on 

Thursday 25th of April. 

The doors will open at 10.15am with the Meeting starting at 11.00am. 

There will be our usual Coffee and Tea, with all donations going to our charity the AECC 

There will be our usual Book Table with donations going to the MUKLAT MAASAI 

SCHOOL in Tanzania. 

Your presence is required as this is a main part of your 

U3A membership experience. 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

AN INVITATION 

        FOR A STROLL THROUGH OLD OLIVA 

AND THE DISCOVERY OF ITS IMPORTANT HISTORY 

THIS WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY APRIL 24th  

STARTING AT 10:00 HOURS 

THIS WILL BE UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF AN 
ENTERTAINING ENGLISH SPEAKING GUIDE 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION AND SIGNING UP PLEASE 
CALL  

 FRANCOISE MONCOMBLE AT: 685 405 233 

This will be a trip with a difference as it is FREE 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A.G.M 

Please clear your diary for our AGM which will be held at the 

Polivalent on May 23rd, starting at 11am. 

This will be your opportunity to appoint your Management Team for the coming year. You should 

have already received a Notification email of this meeting and a Committee Nomination form, 

please use the latter if you know of someone who is interested in joining the committee. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

https://u3aoliva.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=aXLRi2YP24ZeNSBV47wH20aeTq3uS6Wjk0gOyEjJUCbDon7WatT5PsLYDmvp09x4JRZJ42hu5HJrV%2bY6XczrNoOJ3iiAwCusuNeUlPZyVN8%3d


April's Astronomy Report by Mike Glazier 

April will see little planetary activity during what I call 'sociable hours' because most of them are 

visible during the very early hours. 

However, during the later weeks of April we may see some activity in the form of the Lyrid meteor 

shower. Meteors are small particles, around the size of a grain of dust or even a pea, which 

originate from asteroids or most commonly comets. When they burn up in the sky above our 

heads, we see them in their death throws so to speak, a momentary flash of light most commonly 

seen from the peripheral or outer area of our eye, the area most sensitive to low light levels. The 

maximum number per hour of these meteors is around 18 

Towards the end of April (21st-22nd) we will see the remnants of Thatcher's comet, which was 

discovered in 1861 and which makes periodic returns to our solar system. The Lyrid shower is so 

called because the radiant, or the small area of sky from where the meteors appear to come from 

is in the constellation Lyra ( The magic harp)* Lyra at this time of the year will be rising from the 

East, it is a bright white star and actually forms a part of the Summer triangle which will be seen 

later in the year. 

In mythology the harp* belonged to Orpheus the son of Apollo. Orpheus became a musician on 

Jason's ship the Argonaut, he was talented and played the instrument so well that everything in 

the world was charmed, animals, plants, rocks and trees. 

However, to see any of these Meteors we will require a dark sky, an unpolluted dark observing site 

and a comfortable position, a lounger and a blanket perhaps.  

The radiant will rise higher from the East but with any luck you should not need any specific 

location points as meteors appear to suddenly show themselves around that part of the sky. 

It is always well worth on a warm night to just scan the night sky towards the South, with a pair of 

binoculars. You will find that stars are not white, some are blue, others are Red, Orange and even 

Yellow.; each colour is a giveaway as to its temperature. You may even spot a nebulous patch, a 

nebula or even a star cluster. Even the middle star in the tail of Ursa Major (the great Bear) will 

throw up a surprise as the double- double star system Alcor and Mizar. Binoculars show it well as 

does a telescope using low power. 

Full Moon will be on April 19th, coincidentally the date of the beginning of the Eta Aquarid meteor 

shower, these meteors are the left-overs of debris from the passing of comet Halley, which 

incidentally will not be seen again until 2061. 

The finest meteor shower of the year is most certainly the Perseids, although every 33 years, the 

famous Leonid shower  'storms' and when meteors fall like snowflakes. At the last event I 

witnessed over 700 visible bright naked eye meteors in a one hour count. 

 If you do happen to see a meteor, don't forget to make a wish.  Mike Glazier. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



Report on April's Trip 

Another great day out this month shared between the hot chocolate welcoming drink at the Perez 
artisanal chocolate fabric in Villajoysa and later, with a nice and fresh welcoming natural beer at 
Althaia artesana brewery in Altea.  Both experiences were worth doing where each one of us 
found it interesting. Under Altea’s great sun we all ended up at the beautiful sea front for a lunch of 
our choice. 

  

Report by Francoise of the Travel Team 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Information about the Help Charity their President Candida Wright gave a talk at our March 

General Meeting,  

 



Along with our Almoner (who should be your first contact if help is required) are available should 
you or someone you know have a need due to a medical problem. Help are exploring the 

possibility of expanding into the Gandia area. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Travel 

Event 

April 24th at 10:00 hours there will be an interesting English speaking guide waiting for you for an 

eye opening walk through the old town of Oliva. It will be an amazing experience to learn about the 

important history of a town we live so close to. The tour will take about 2 hours, maybe a little 

shorter or longer depending on your interest. For more information and to have your name put on 

the list please call Francoise Moncomble at 685 405 233. Costs of this discovery is: ZERO 

On a more serious note, I wish to inform you about the conditions for trip payments, these will be 

changed in the Terms and Conditions shortly. The reason for this is to smooth the present process 

of payment for registrations.  

The new paragraph in the Terms and Conditions will read: The time between registration and 

payment will be a maximum of 10 days. After this period if payment is not received, we reserve the 

right to cancel your registration including any guests without prior notice. If you experience a 

problem with making your payment for a trip, please contact me your Travel Co-ordinator, before 

the end of the 10 day period to help avoid your registration being cancelled. 

We thank you for your understanding and we are looking forward to many more superb trips. 

Anja, Travel Co-ordinator. 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Walking Football Group 

Oliva Walking Football Group Reach Final of Moraira Tournament 

The fact that the Oliva U3A Walking Football Group have only been up and running (walking!) for 

two months, didn’t prevent them from reaching the final of their first ever tournament in Moraira on 

April the 4th. They eventually went down 3-0 to the vastly experienced hosts Moraira U3A. 

The tournament was contested by six teams: three from the Moraira club, who have a large 

and enthusiastic group of regular weekly players, two visiting teams from Widnes in the UK, and 

the fledgling Oliva team. 

The format saw every team play each other once in a round robin league, with the top two 

teams going forward to the final. Oliva won three and lost two of their opening five matches. 

Although equal on points with one of the Widnes teams at the end of the qualifying round, Oliva 

went through on goals scored – ten, against nine scored by Widnes Reds. It was that close! 



Teams were six a-side with rolling substitutes, and 

each match lasted 14 minutes, so the nine men of 

the Oliva squad had to negotiate 84 minutes of football 

in all, pretty taxing in the Costa Blanca sunshine 

considering that the normal playing time at Oliva’s 

weekly sessions is 50 minutes. There were some tired 

legs at the end, but the large and vocal contingent of 

Oliva travelling supporters kept everyone’s spirits up. 

The U3A walking football group now look forward to 

many competitions in the future. 

Report by Mike Thomas Group Leader 

Congratulations to our Walking Football team for their excellent performance in the Moraira 

tournament. It was a great show from them plus becoming the runners up in their first tournament 

and reaching the final.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

An email received from Rosa Mansell about her work and the 
School in Tanzania. 

Rosa was the presenter at our November General Meeting 

First, I must apologise for the delay in writing, I had planned to send this out in January. However I 

got delayed in Zanzibar due to house building problems; returned from Tanzania mid February 

and am planning to go back on 2nd April as there are still a few things that need sorting out with 

the school. 

We had a slight problem when it was discovered by the local Health Authority that we did not have 

a toilet for the children (although there is one on the land that they can use).   I explained that I did 

not have the money to do that, so I contacted the Village Leader and the parents, and they have 

agreed to build one for the children as they are very keen to keep the school going! 

So, we still have 62 to 71 students coming every day in 3 classes (down from 95 per day).  This is 

good because it is rainy season now, so they have to wade through mud to get to school!   

One of our supporters is planning to visit the school in 2020, so please do not forget that you can 

do this (we have a bedroom available for guests) and we can arrange a safari from Arusha to 

National Parks at Serengeti, Ngorogoro, Tarangire or to climb Kilimanjaro if you wish at the same 

time.  Plus, I now have a basic but nice house in Zanzibar if you would like to add a week at the 

beach onto your trip. 

If anyone is interested please contact me on rosamansell@yahoo.com for details, photos and 

prices. 

So, the children are still very keen to learn and are enjoying their lessons.  Thanks to Helen, one 

of our supporters, for her gift of learning materials.  These are always welcome, the only problem 

being how to get them out to Tanzania, as usually I end up having a huge heavy suitcase to take 

mailto:rosamansell@yahoo.com


out there.  I am also grateful to new supporters, Sue and Howard who are trying to get us a 

computer for the school.  This will be fantastic as there are many visual aids we can download 

from the Internet. 

I also attach the accounts for 2018, so you can see where your money is going and once again 

Thank You for your support!  Also, good news as we now have a Facebook page for the school, 

search Muklat Maasai School and please like and share with all your friends. School accounts 

I have given one talk on the school to U3A in Oliva and managed to sell some Maasai jewellery 

and gain two more supporters for the teacher’s salary.  I am booked to give another talk to U3A 

Denia in September.  

By the way you can check out MuklatMaasaiSchool on Etsy if you or friends wish to purchase any 

Maasai jewellery, belts or dog collars, as all proceeds go to the school. 

So I am very happy to report that the school and students are still going strong thanks to the 

efforts of our teacher Dina.  In the future I hope to see how we can offer support to students to go 

on to further education. 

I thank you all for your support, it means a lot! 

Best wishes from Rosa (Anosha) and the children 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Update Presenters at our General Meetings, 

       Month                 Presenter                   Subject               Date      

May  2019                    A.G.M.                                                23-05-2019 

June 2019                Summer Fayre                                       27-06-2019 

Information by David Wynne  Vice President. 

If there is a subject or speaker you know which may be of interest to other members I would love 

to hear from you. These would help in planning interesting Presenters for our General Meetings 

from October 2019. Our intention is to have a varied list of Presenters and subjects Please help to 

make these meetings more interesting and meaningful. Send your ideas and suggestions to me at 

vice-president@u3a-oliva.org 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Buy and Sell 

As promised in last month’s edition we would be introducing this new feature in the Voice. All 

Items below are from the Buy and Sell Forum. We hope you find that item you have been looking 

for.  

If you have items to sell, upload them to our Buy/Sell and Swap forum to gain exposure in the 

Voice. 

BUY or SELL   

1.   Reclining Chair with Foot Stool 

2.   Tumble Drier 

3.   Table and 4 Chairs                            

WANTED 

1.   Hairdresser                                                  

Click here to go to the Buy and Sell forum :                    

Take advantage of this and put money back into your pocket or find that item you have been 

looking for. We also require your help in listing your unwanted items, remember we cannot sell 

them for you if you do not list them. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------  

U3A Facebook Group 

At present we have 144 U3A members who have joined our Facebook Group. I would like to 

welcome all our members who have yet to join. This is a great place to read reports on recent trips 

and group activities, it is also the place where Oliva U3A notifications and important information is 

posted. 

When you have joined the group, you will be able to post your own interesting reports, 

photographs and notices about your group. This helps to keep group members updated along with 

all our members. We are actively trying to make this Facebook group the place to go for all your 

U3A information. 

This is a closed group where only Oliva U3A members are accepted so we only have genuine 

information relating to our U3A. 

Come on give it a go and keep yourself up to date. 

https://u3aoliva.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=TnCDDaCQzwb24hi7tM%2bjIn3PhxspI8XrLkgJSVa%2f9SKS6yH9S4q7yNvpt7t6Kkne2dar%2bahoedkWUfpZp%2faENKsU%2fVChj5016z67aal3%2bMM%3d


 

Thank you for reading this the April issue, our next edition will be with you on the 15th of 

May. 

A big thank you to everyone who has contributed an item to this edition. 

I will welcome any contribution from members for our next edition, please send these to me 

at: mickgoy1@gmail.com 

mailto:mickgoy1@gmail.com

